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There had been in fact a certain deterioration of the Government's
authority and, at the same time, a vigorous renewal of the activities
of the Opposition parties, especially of the Nationalists. The
Skladkowski Government meant a tightening up of all the forces
of the regime on the Pilsudskist side. There was another compelling
reason for the change in the Government. The European situation
continued to be highly critical, and the nations were incessantly
adding to their armaments; to ensure her security Poland would
have to do the same. As Rydz-Smigly, who was behind President
Moscicki in the reconstruction of the Cabinet, said, "Poland
must be strong." The nation loved the Army; in these circum-
stances it was deemed well to have a soldier at the head of the
Government.
NATIONAL DEFENCE
Addressing the annual Congress of the Association of Legionaries
in Warsaw on May 24, Rydz-Smigly delivered a speech which
was described by some Polish papers as the most remarkable
since the last public utterance of Pilsudski himself. The Congress
differed from former congresses of the legionaries inasmuch as
the association now included the old regimental Pilsudski clubs,
which hadbeen very influential and had provided, and still provided,
many Cabinet Ministers and other leading figures in politics.
The union of these clubs with the main body of the legionaries
had been ordered by Rydz-Smigly, who placed at the head of
the association Koc, who had resigned the Governorship of the
Bank of Poland shortly before. In his speech Rydz-Smigly
said he did not wish soldiers to participate in politics; "if the need
arose," said he, "for the Army to take a hand in politics, I shall
see to it myself." This was highly significant, for a decree had
just been promulgated which subordinated the Minister of War
to the Inspector-General of the Army, the post occupied by
Rydz-Smigly. He went on to state that the defence of Poland
overrode every other aim, but it was not to be viewed from the
standpoint only of armaments, for it should be the means of achiev-
ing a higher unity of the national life and a greater devotion
to its cause. He said: "Look at our frontiers east and west, and
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